WGRI Annual meeting minutes  June 6, 2026

The meeting was called to order by President Donna LaVallee at 10:23 AM at Claire Wanebo’s home. 

1. Welcome to new member Cheryl Ludwig
2. The Treasurer gave the annual report.  There was a bookkeeping error in the last several months of reports which will be corrected and the final reports will be forwarded to the President before the end of June. 
3. Programs for 2026-2027 will be announced this summer.  The first meeting of the year will be on the second Saturday of September, the 12th.  Awaiting confirmation from the North Kingstown library about this date change.
4. Claudia Iannuccilli presented the slate of officers for 2026-2027:
President:  Donna LaVallee
Vice President:  Cheryl Mincone
Secretary: Jane Richmond
Treasurer:  Leslie Mahler
There were no nominations from the floor.
We need a new membership chair/badge person. 

5. Donna called for an acceptance of the slate by acclamation.  The slate was accepted. 
6. NEWs Special exhibit for 2027.  The committee has been meeting and anyone who would like to join can contact Claudia and go to the RISD museum with the group.  Anyone willing to do online internet research into the New England Historical Society websites or is willing to visit historical societies during their summer travel please contact Claudia or Donna
7. We are still collecting lap robes for Hospice.  There is a loom warped up for a lap blanket at the RIWC which is available for anyone to weave on – weave a few inches, or the entire piece.  Check the RIWC website for hours. 
8. We are in talks with RIWC and Janet Phillips about an online workshop on 8-shaft twills for early 2027.  Stay tuned for more information. 
9. We will be asking everyone who is participating in the 2025-2026 challenge project – Rhode Island Images to complete a draft sheet to go in a notebook on the Guild table at NEWS 2027.
10. We are looking for ideas for the 2026-2027 challenge project.
11. There was a lovely article about member Norma Smayda and the Saunderstown School of Weaving in the Boston Art Review  Issue 16, Spring/Summer 2026
12.  Norma announced that the Hera Gallery in Wakefield will have an exhibit titled Threading Time and Place, June 27 – August 1. Hera Gallery artists Uli Brahmst, Sonja Czekalski, Joanne Delmonico, Karen Dolmanish, Kathie Florsheim, Michelle Henning, Barbara Pagh, Jaimee Roberts, Susan Sancomb, Sarah Swift, Viera Levitt, and Wendy Wahl will exhibit works that speak to the core themes of freedom, equality, and independence, as well as the dynamic aspects of revolution, ranging from historical perspectives to current manifestations.  
Historical objects, photographs, and ephemera will be loaned and on view from the Wakefield Mill owner, Eric Bell, and the South County History Center in Kingston.
13. WeaversWeft will have a trunk show of yarns at the Saunderstown School of Weaving June 29 from 2 – 6.  
14. Highfield Hall in Falmouth, MA has an exhibit through June 14 entitled Second Chances by Fiber Fusion
Meeting adjourned at 10:55 

Show and tell was held after lunch. 





