WGRI General Meeting Minutes
February 7, 2026
Zoom mtg 

1. Donna  welcomed all zoom participants 
2. Suzanne gave the treasurer’s report 
a. Balance 		$10,746
b. General Fund	$3,705
c. Encumbrance	$7,040
d. Membership 	53
3. If you did not pick up the yearbook membership list you can do so at the March meeting or contact Leslie Mahler for an electronic copy. 
4. Cheryl gave an upcoming program review (this has been provided in the Not a Newletter as well)
a. March 3rd (Tuesday) 7:00PM zoom with Emily Winter
b. March 7th  (Saturday at the North Kingstown Library) 9:30-12:00, , round robin hands on program learning about name-drafting, paper folding, and creating Dorset buttons. 
c. April 4th Lori Calson Steger
d. May 2nd Sarah Swift 
5. We are able to support additional workshop ideas if anyone would like to offer suggestions. 
6. The by-law change referring to officer terms was passed unanimously at the January guild meeting.  A committee is being formed to review other needed by-law updates.
7. The guild challenge for NEWS 2027 is to weave something that represents an iconic RI representation. These are due at our June meeting. 
8. RI is also responsible for the NEWS Special exhibit about the history of weaving schools around New England. If you have any connections with weaving schools or historical societies that can lend information, please let us know.  
9. Lap robe project – please continue to consider weaving a lap blanket for the visiting nurse organization – 30”X40” of soft cotton and without fringe. These will be collected at the March meeting. 


10. Our presentation was by Gigi Matthews on “Plant to Cloth” and understanding sustainability in fibers.  Gigi has traveled to more than 30 countries around the world and has learned about fiber for spinning, weaving, and textile development.  She is also the President of MAFA and is on the HGA board. Gigi gave a wonderful presentation explaining why and how various plants are used for this purpose, the ingenuity of this process,  and the historical importance of each of these issues from the past 34,000 years! 
11. Meeting adjourned at 11:05AM





