Weavers Guild of Rhode Island General Meeting Minutes
Nov  1, 2025

1. Welcome visitors and new members -  Donna welcomed everyone. There were no new members present to introduce.

2. Thank you from North Kingstown library – purchased Weft magazine and two new books (The Art of Weaving by Betty Briand and The Enigma of Shadow Weave Illuminated by Rebecca Winter) with our thank-you gift.  

3.  Treasurer was absent so no Treasurer’s report. 

4. Leslie announced that the printed yearbook membership list is available at the meeting.  We have  53 paid members and 2 honorary members.

5. Program report – Cheryl 
Dec – our holiday party as well as our monthly meeting at the library (details below) Dec 6th
Jan – 10th online, Hartford artisan Mary Rhoad 
Feb – 7th, online, Gigi Mathews, a spinner from Brooklyn NY who is also an HGA leader, will talk about sustainability and using recycled materials, and how plants have been used to create cloth over the millennia. 
Mar  3rd– Online  Emily Winter “Buildings to Weave With
Mar 7th - regular in person meeting

6. Looking for workshop coordinator – please consider taking on this role. 

7. December party – Marty and Leslie are coordinating. We will have a regular meeting with the party.  They will supply quiches, juices and paper products and are asking all others to bring food like desserts and salads.  No hot drinks will be provided.  Activities such as identifying weaving tools in a brown bag, sealed and passed around to guess the tool and other ice breakers with prompts will be done.  Also doing a gift exchange and asking everyone to make something from something you’ve already woven.  Make it small and fun.  

8. Jen Bose – is talking with Liz Cottrell about doing a seat weaving zoom class. 

9. By laws committee will present suggested changes regarding article IV officer terms. 

10. Nomination Committee is needed.  Claudia has volunteered and we need a few more people to join her. 

11. Guild challenge – theme to weave by the June mtg, which will become our NEWS 2027 table is Iconic RI.  Any dimensions is fine.  We are ain charge of the NEWS Special exhibit. The topic will be Weaving Schools in NE past and present.  This Tues Nov 4 at 7:30PM is a meeting to start coordinating this project .

12. Announcements
· Norma is still collecting lap blankets.
· RI weaving center – still some spaces in Jennifer Moore – double weave rainbow, last week Jan first week Feb, 
· Lunatic fringe doing the Jennifer Moore workshop in March 
· Tapestry class at RIWC starting in Nov. 
· Library in North Kingstown has knitting and crochet 2-4 2nd Wednesday
· Hartford artisans big sale Nov 8 and 9,  sat 10-5, sun 11-4
· There are openings in Jill Staubitz's workshop in CT
· Eric-Paul Riege exhibition at Brown University Bell Gallery
· Liz Collins exhibition at the RISD Museum
· Hartford Artisans Weaving Center open house 11/8-11/9/25
· Fiber Arts Festival of New England 11/1-11/2/25
13 – Leslie Mahler presenting Swedish Journey
Leslie shared highlights from her weeks in Sweden.  The trip began in southern Sweden  in Almhult, at the  IKEA museum. There they learned about how IKEA respects the ecology of Sweden. It is the home of the Tingsryd weaving studio where there is the vavstugan weaving school, which serves the wider community and has special programs for food and weaving for their senior citizens, with  reduced lunches and other community development.  There workers put the warps on and people can weave on any warp and pay by amount they weave. Each region of Sweden has its own patterns, costumes, samples hanging over looms to see to decide what you want to weave.  She learned about draw loom weaving, creating intricate patterns without complicated weaving. Fika coffee breaks are a Swedish necessity.  They then went to Vaxjo where she learned about the traditions of glassmaking and which is the home of immigrant museum.  Then on to Orebro, a larger  university city. Then to Soderhamn to a second weaving school on the coast. She worked with Bibbi Brandstrom and explored the linen mills and shops.  Then to Gavle and the Vav conference, where she learned about Swedish rugs which are part of a bride’s dowery.  Then to Falun in central Sweden which is famous for its coper mining and Dala horses. She showed us a knitting exhibit and the Loppis charity shops and yarn sales. Finally to Stockholm with its many museums, where she learned about the regions, customs and costumes across this country.  They have a strong green economy, a great sense of personal space and respect for the environment and each other. 
13. Show and Tell -
Meeting adjourned.


