Weavers Guild of Rhode Island General Meeting Minutes
October 4, 2025

1. Welcome visitors and new members -  Donna welcomed everyone. There were no new members present to introduce.

2. Need someone to take notes - Jennifer Bose will take notes.

3. Treasurer's Report - Suzanne
· We have a bank account balance of $10,917.60.
· $6,403.88 is encumbered, leaving $4,513.72 available in the general fund.
· We currently have 51 members, including 2 honorary members.
· Yearbooks are available at the front table. Members who were paid in full through 9/15/25 were included.
4. Program Report - Cheryl
· In March 2026 we will have two programs. One online program with Emily Winter, and one in person program that will be a round-robin/demonstration format. We are thinking there will be three demonstrations and have ideas for two of the sessions. We are looking for ideas for the 3rd session.
· At the November 2025 meeting, Sarah Swift, a tapestry artist in South Country, will be talking about her use of recycled materials and the installation of her work.
5. Workshops
· The board is working on a workshop policy.
· We are looking for workshop ideas
· We are looking for a workshop coordinator
6. December Holiday Party
· There are two people on the committee so far, sign up sheet at the front if you;d like to join.
· Soliciting craft ideas
· Committee will decide on a gift exchange theme.
7. Nominating Committee
· The committee is meeting about the bylaws and term lengths
· The WGRI President position will be open next year.  Looking for volunteers, or the nominating committee will nominate someone.
8. 2025-2026 Guild Challenge (also our table at NEWS 2027)
· The theme is Iconic Rhode Island
· Need ideas for a catheter name!
9. News Wrap Up
· Cheryl was at the NEWS board meeting last week where they kicked off 2027 planning
· WGRI is responsible for a special exhibit on the weaving schools of New England - past and present.
· Sign up for the committee.
· Need to define what a weaving school is.
· Jennifer Bose recommended a paper publication or website to capture, preserve, and disseminate of the research,
10. Announcements
· Norma is still collecting lap blankets.
· There are openings in Jill Staubitz's workshop in CT
· There are two slots left in Suzi Ballenger's Turned Taquete class at RIWC
· Eric-Paul Riege exhibition at Brown University Bell Gallery
· Liz Collins exhibition at the RISD Museum
· Jaime Robertds giving HGA talk on 10/7/25
· Hartford Artisans Weaving Center open house 11/8-11/9/25
· Fiber Arts Festival of New England 11/1-11/2/25
11. Speaker - Liz Cottrell of "Please Sit Down" talked about the art and repair of caned chairs

12. Show and Tell - Margaret hosted the show and tell portion.

Meeting adjourned.


